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Celebration: The art that surprises 

 

1. Celebration: the gratitude and joy of giving oneself  

Celebration is an event of human life through which we express and transmit to others the joy over the 
gifts we have received. This means that celebration has a fundamental role in personal development and in 
making life more human. 

At the celebration we take part and enjoy ourselves together with others, which presupposes a friendly 
relationship between those who come together to celebrate. Celebration is also something visible, 
characterised by a warm, generous and cheerful atmosphere which excludes both isolation and pure utility.  

Celebration is open to an encounter; and through it we can discover the other person, dedicate time to 
relations and dialogue within the family, with friends and with God. Altogether, it is a time which enables us 
to be together with others and share with them what we have.  

 

2. Celebrations for all people and all occasions: different styles, reasons and contexts 

We have all had in our lives some “experience of celebration” in any of its forms: from a small detail of 
a meal to celebrate some good news to a family birthday party, including other types of celebrations of 
commemoration or linked to the history of the given country, etc.  

The way of celebrating is influenced by various historical, geographical, climatic factors, among others; 
furthermore feast day calendars set the pace and periods of personal and social life. 

In the background of the atmosphere of celebration we not only find a spontaneous manifestation of 
joy but, first of all, a “soul” who organizes the celebration for some occasion and who "builds" this 
atmosphere by making sure that the material details and the environment are suitable and that there is a 
generous concern for the people who have gathered together. All this makes it easier to be in tune with the 
joy which is the cause of the celebration and to form part of it.  

 Family celebrations have a special place within celebrations, as they are intertwined with history, 
pleasant memories and meetings. Celebrations also play an important role in social and cultural life as they 
constitute practical and appropriate moments for transmitting and assimilating a culture, religious 
traditions, values, models and experience. In this sense, celebrations can offer a good opportunity for 
promoting unity, strengthening community life and consolidating one's identity. 

Religious celebrations are endowed with a special transcendence: they are essential in the life of faith, 
and they shed light on the ultimate sense of one’s life. In this context, Sunday, being the memorial of the 
Lord’s Resurrection, is the most relevant day for Christians.  
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3. When work becomes celebration 

There is no celebration without work: the nicely and tastefully arranged flowers, table decorations, the 
way food is presented, the cake decorations, the candles, the music and thousands of other details of art 
and decoration all express that something special is taking place today. These elements help to actualize 
and live the cause of the celebration, and they are present thanks to the work of the people involved in the 
preparations.  

This also enables us to discover that such work requires certain suitability, which is partly a gift, 
especially appreciable in women, and partly fruit of one's efforts to acquire the skills and training needed in 
these jobs. This leads us to recognize the necessity and value of know-how.  

If celebration is about sharing some joy, it is understandable that its preparation requires dedication 
and effort, but it should not necessarily imply disproportionate efforts. More than expenses, it is mostly 
about making a surprise by using all the available resources and with creativity that, along with personal 
talent, is a manifestation of affection. The celebration is, first of all, generous in details, attention and 
services, which express in a material way the capacity to put into practice an art that surprises.  

 

4. Incontro Romano and celebration 

Each year Incontro Romano suggests a topic and creates a platform, available for everyone, for 
thinking, suggesting, exchanging and sharing with young people from all over the world their knowledge 
and experience, based on their personal knowledge and experience, about different aspects and 
dimensions of direct service to the person. 

In both the local and the final, Roman phase of Incontro, if one is lucky enough to take part, 
participants are offered the opportunity to grow, deepen and participate actively in the revaluation of what 
can be called a culture of service, of the home and of the family.  

For the 2012-2013 academic year, Incontro Romano has suggested the topic of Celebration: an art that 
surprises, which enables us to discover, starting from the real value of celebrations in the life of all people, 
the importance of taking care of the preparations, the atmosphere, the sense and the message itself, 
through a professional work that is well-done, creative and often authentic art. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


